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Mobile phones and, in particular, the new generation of smart phones, such as the iPhone, include 
many additional functions such as an integrated camera, video recording capability, instant 
messaging, mobile office applications and mobile access to the internet.  
 
For many young people the ownership of a mobile phone is considered a necessary and vital part of 
life. When used creatively and responsibly such phones have the potential to support a student’s 
learning experiences. However, the potential misuse of mobile phones in school requires 
development of specific policy guidelines covering mobile phone use.  
 
We recognise that many students already bring mobile phones with them to school. However, the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development does not provide insurance for personal 
property bought to school and it will not pay for any loss or damage to such property. Staff and 
students are discouraged from bringing unnecessary or particularly valuable items to school.  
 
If a student decides to bring a mobile phone to school they should do so with the understanding that 
they agree to the following guidelines for its use:  

 Mobile phones should not be used in any manner or place that is disruptive to the normal 
routine of the school  

 Students should have their mobile phones switched off and out of sight during classes  

 Students should only use their mobile phones before or after school or for classroom activities 
with the full knowledge of the teacher, together with the permission of individuals where 
images or sound are taken  

 Mobile phones are not to be used to photograph, film or record any individual or groups unless 
directed by a teacher in association with approved classroom activities  

 The mobile phone is not to be used to send harassing, threatening or unwanted messages or 
communications  

 Mobile phones are not to be taken into examinations or tests  

 Mobile phones are brought to school at the owner’s risk.  

 If the mobile phone is one of the new generation of devices that integrates music, games and 
other learning applications these may be used during recess and lunchtimes  

 
Consequences for misuse of mobile phones  
 
Failure to adhere to the guidelines could result in the confiscation of the phone, contact with parents 
or other disciplinary action in accordance with the College’s disciplinary guidelines. In serious breaches 
of individual privacy or harassment, the matter may be referred to the Victoria Police.  Students should 
be aware that where it is deemed necessary to examine the contents of a mobile phone this will be 
done by an Assistant Principal or Coordinator. Such action will be appropriately recorded in case it is 
later needed as evidence.  


