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POLICY:   HOMEWORK POLICY  

 
DATE:  2018 

ENDORSED BY COLLEGE COUNCIL:  

TO BE REVIEWED: 2021 or earlier if DET guidelines are updated 

 

Rationale 
 

Homework extends learning opportunities beyond the school day. It has one of three purposes: 
 

1. To give students opportunities to practice skills 
2. To prepare students for a new topic 
3. To extend and elaborate on introduced material 

(Marzano, Norford, Paynter, Pickering & Gaddy, 2001)  

Teacher Expectations 
(Department of Education & Training, School Policy & Advisory Guide 
http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/curriculum/Pages/expectations.aspx, updated 7 July 2017)  

Homework should be: 

 Appropriate to the student's skill level and age 
 Purposeful and relevant to the curriculum 
 Interesting, challenging and, when appropriate, open ended 
 Discussed in class so that feedback and support can be provided 
 Recorded as evidence of student progress 
 Balanced with a range of recreational, family and cultural activities 

Guidelines: 7 to 9 

 Should include daily independent reading 
 When designing homework tasks teachers should take into account the breadth of studies 

students are undertaking to avoid an unreasonable workload 
 May extend class work, projects and assignments, essays and research 
 Will generally range from: 

 30 to 60 minutes a day at Year 7 
 30 to 80 minutes a day at Year 8 
 45 to 90 minutes a day in Year 9 

Guidelines: 10 to 12 

 Will generally increase, and require from 1–3 hours per weeknight with up to 6 hours on 
weekends during peak VCE periods 

http://www.education.vic.gov.au/school/principals/spag/curriculum/Pages/expectations.aspx
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Student expectations 
 
It is expected that students will:  
 

 Record homework in their diary or calendar on their iPad 

 Understand the purpose of the homework and ask questions if they are unsure 

 Manage their time so that the work is completed to the best of their ability 

 Compete all homework by the due date 

 Seek assistance if they are unable to complete the homework 

 Review and reflect on the feedback to improve their learning 
 

 
 

Parent and Caregiver expectations  
 
Parents and caregivers help their children with homework by: 
 
• Encouraging them to take increasing responsibility for their learning and organisation 

• Encouraging them to set a regular daily session to read and complete homework without 
distractions, such as electronic devices, television, and social media 

• Helping them to complete homework by discussing key questions or directing them to 
resources 

• Helping them to balance the amount of time spent completing homework and engaging in 
other activities 

• Checking whether homework has been set and ensuring they keep a homework diary  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Score Homework Completion  

Excellent 
The student completes homework on time and meets the expectations of the 
task. The student seeks clarification when he or she does not understand the 
purpose of the task. 

Proficient 
The student usually completes homework on time and meets all expectations 
for the task. The student seeks to understand the purpose of the task. 

Basic 
The student’s homework is often incomplete and late. The student does little 
to understand the purpose of the task or take responsibility in seeking help. 

Low 
The student makes little effort to attempt or submit homework. The student 
does not try to understand the purpose of the task. 


