
Over recent months you will have seen some 
big changes around the borders of Strathmore 
Secondary College. As we continue to build 
a new safer connection between Bell Street 
and Pascoe Vale Road for motorists and 
pedestrians, we would like to update you on 
the significant progress we have made so 
far and let you know what students, parents 
and teachers can expect during Term 3.
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Funding boost 
for the school 
to build new 
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Recently the Department of Education and Training 
and the CityLink Tulla Widening project provided $2.78 
million of funding for the school to build three new state 
of the art double storey classrooms.

The relocatable buildings, which will be located 
further from the school’s boundary, will replace six 
older classrooms and provide teachers and students 
with a modern learning environment including noise-
dampening insulation to reduce external noise, as well as 
double-glazed windows.

The images above show where the new classrooms will 
be located on the school ground. The new classrooms 
will be ready for use in late August 2016.



Keeping the school 
community informed
We will continue to work closely with 
the Department of Education and 
Training and Strathmore Secondary 
College to ensure parents and students 
are kept informed about the works 
underway on the CityLink Tulla 
Widening project.

The CityLink Tulla Widening team 
provides fortnightly updates that 
show where and when construction 
is happening near the school. If you 
would like to receive regular updates 
visit citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au/
project-updates/subscribe

Reducing noise and dust 
impacts during construction

Student, staff and community 
wellbeing is at the front of our 
mind while we carry out work near 
Strathmore College. CPB Contractors 
will continue to monitor and minimise 
these impacts by:

•  Using a commercial dust suppressant 
and water carts to suppress dust

•  Installing dust monitoring devices 
on the classroom closest to the 
construction to monitor dust levels

•  Installing noise reduction measures 
on machinery where possible

•  Carrying out regular checks on 
equipment and ensure machines are 
not left running idle

Shared User Path detour

If you have recently cycled or walked 
along the Moonee Ponds Creek Trail 
on the east side of the school, you 
may have come across the temporary 
detour we have installed beginning 
at the railway bridge. The diversion 
directs cyclists and pedestrians along 
Wallace Crescent until 
it reconnects with the trail.

The temporary detour will be removed 
as soon as our works are completed 
in the area.

FAST FACTS 

Bell Street bridge

• New bridge will remove 
the dangerous merge from 
Bell Street to Pascoe Vale 
Road where more than 
30 crashes have been 
reported since 2000.

• A new pedestrian and cyclist 
path on the bridge will safely 
connect students from Bell 
Street to the College.

•  A new noise wall will extend 
for 200 metres of the new 
bridge to reduce noise 
impacts at the College.

• The existing bridge will be 
dedicated to freeway-bound 
traffic, reducing queuing 
for parents and teachers 
driving to the school from 
Bell Street.

What work has been done?

The Term 2 holiday break was a very 
productive time for our CityLink Tulla 
Widening crews working near the 
school. Despite the rainy weather, we 
were able to complete a lot of major 
construction activities including:

• Ground works to install a new retaining 
wall that will support the bridge

• Relocation, protection and installation 
of temporary utility services such 
as phone and electricity lines

• Inserting very large grouted steel 
bars into embankments to reinforce 
the soil and prevent any land 
slippage (known as soil nailing works)

• Evenly coating the soil nails with wet 
concrete mix sprayed through a large 
hose (known as shotcrete works)

• Building the foundations and 
supports – the columns – for the 
new bridge from the ground up 
which will soon be visible

• Widening of road pavement and 
existing bridges including the 
CityLink bridge over Pascoe Vale Rd

• Upgrading drains on Pascoe Vale Rd

What’s happening next?

Over the coming months, 
construction activities for the new 
Bell Street bridge will intensify. With 
columns being built between the end 
of Bell Street/Greenbank Crescent 
towards Pascoe Vale Road, the next 
big change you will notice will be the 
beam supports that we are installing 
on top of the columns.

With the beam supports in place, we 
will be ready to start installing beams 
for the new bridge. 

How will upcoming impacts 
be managed?

While there will be plenty of works 
happening near the school, we will 
continue to keep the wellbeing of 
students and staff at the school 
front of mind. These efforts have so 
far included:

•  Installing a new fence around the 
school boundary to provide a visual 
barrier between classrooms and our 
worksites

•  Providing funding to relocate 
students for important exams and 
to relocate important outdoor 
education and sporting activities

•  Scheduling as many of our noisy 
works as possible during school 
holidays and during the least 
disruptive hours of the school day

•  Working closely with the school to 
review our construction program 
and provide as much notice as 
possible about upcoming works

•  Maintaining access to the school 
throughout our works

http://citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au/project-updates/subscribe
http://citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au/project-updates/subscribe
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Impact on your travel times 

While every effort is being made 

to minimise traffic impacts during 

construction, the new merge is expected 

to cause major traffic disruption for 

around 18 months. Drivers can expect to 

see reduced speed limits and there will 

be overnight lane closures on the freeway 

and connecting roads, as well as the 

occasional closure of the freeway and exit 

ramps for major works. 

If you use the Bolte Bridge or West Gate 

Freeway inbound to travel to work it’s 

important for drivers to:

• Plan your journey before you leave 

home by checking real-time traffic 

information via the VicTraffic app or 

search #CTWidening on Twitter

• Allow extra travel time and consider 

taking an alternative route

• Keep an eye out for the on-road 

signage for advice on alternative 

routes and delays

What are the alternative 
routes?

Several alternative routes are available 

to drivers heading inbound on the West 

Gate Bridge or the CityLink Tullamarine 

Freeway.

From the West Gate Bridge:

• Geelong Road to Footscray Road

• Williamstown Road to Footscray Road 

• Todd Road to Lorimer Street

From CityLink Tullamarine Freeway:

• Footscray Road exit to Wurundjeri 

Way 

• Dynon Road exit to Kings Street 

Keeping informed about these 
works and travel impacts

All major works will be advertised in 

advance and details of all traffic impacts 

will be posted on the project website and 

Twitter by searching #CTWidening. 

On-road signage will advise motorists of 

recommended alternative routes and real-

time traffic information where available.

During the road works:

• Plan your journey

• Consider alternative 
routes

• Watch out for 
on-road signage 
advice

Contact Details

For further information  

Call 1300 783 947  

Monday to Friday, 9am to 5pm

Email citylinktullawidening@roads.vic.gov.au 

Visit citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au 

       #CTWidening

Contact details
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Keep up to date

Further information about the CityLink 
Tulla Widening project, including fact 
sheets, animation videos and detour 
maps and travel advice can be found at 
www.citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au/
community/ssc  

A reminder that if ever you have any 
questions, comments or would like 
further information, a member of the 
community relations team is available and 
be contacted on 1300 783 947 (press 1)or 
ctwbullatopower@cpb.com.au.

VicRoads and Transurban have had 
ongoing discussions with the College 
about the project over the past 18 months. 
The team will continue to work closely 
with the Department of Education and 
Training and Strathmore Secondary 
College to minimise the impact of the 
construction work, ensure pedestrian and 
bicycle access to the school is maintained, 
and continue to investigate relocating 
some of the demountable classrooms.

An artist’s impression of the Bell Street interchange on completion of the 
CityLink Tulla Widening project

http://www.citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au/community/ssc
http://www.citylinktullawidening.vic.gov.au/community/ssc
mailto:ctwbullatopower%40cpb.com.au?subject=Strathmore%20Secondary%20College

